TABLE 1. Fundamental concepts and notions developed by Russian thinkers

	Author

	Name of the concept or the main field of contribution
	The leading notion – 
analogous to Aristotle’s “causa finalis and c.formalis-entelecheia” 

	Nikolay Ya. DANILEVSKY

	Theory of historical-cultural types; a leading critic of Charles Darwin in the 1880s 
	“the inherent principles of the civilization” 



	Karl Ernst von BAER 


	A founding father of embryology;

a leading critic of Charles Darwin in the 1860s-1870s 
	“goal-directedness” of evolutionary processes 



	Ivan M. SECHENOV 


	“The Father” of Russian physiology 


	the physiological conception of “internal inhibition” and the basic psychological notion of “free will” 

	Alexander A.  BOGDANOV 


	Author of “Tectology: the universal science of organization” 
	The central notion of “organizing decision” 



	Lev S. BERG 
	theory of "nomogenesis" 
	the ruling “internal principle” 

	Nikolay D. KONDRATIEFF 


	Author of the theory of business cycles which are now called “Kondratieff waves” 
	“cyclic development” of economic processes 



	Ivan P. PAVLOV 


	Nobel prize winner;

Reflex system research 
	The notions of “goal reflex” and “unconditional reflex” 

	Alexei A. UKHTOMSKY 
	Author of the “dominant theory” 
	the conceptions of “functional organ” and “chronotop”

	Vladimir I. VERNADSKY 
	Author of the theories of biosphere and noosphere; 
	“intrinsic activity of living matter” 



	Pyotr K. ANOKHIN 


	General theory of functional systems 
	The inner “result of action” 



	Pitirim A. SOROKIN 


	Author of the cyclic theory of social change (“social and cultural dynamics”)  
	the “immanent determinism” of a sociocultural system 



	Alexander M. UGOLEV 


	“the concept of universal functional units” 
	The leading significance of the evolutionary “effect” 

	Pavel V. SIMONOV 


	“the need-informational theory of emotions” 


	The leading significance and the hierarchy (biological, social, ideal) of the intrinsic needs of the person 

	Lev N. GUMILEV 


	Worked in the areas of history, ethnology and anthropology 
	the concept of “passionarity” 



